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A big welcome, or welcome back, to the school year 2022/23! 

For those of you who are new to our school, I am pleased to introduce your first Beckley Newsletter to you. Our 

Newsletters are sent to parents, staff, governors and members of our community bi-weekly on a Friday and provide 

updates about all that is happening in school. We aim to include a mixture of photographs and information, including a 

short report from each class as well as notices and important dates for all. 

We have had a fantastic start to the new school year, and our new pupils and staff alike seem settled and raring to go. 

You will have received a ‘Learning Map’ last week, detailing what your child will be learning in each subject. We’ve also 

made some exciting bookings for personal development activities and will shortly be sending you further details on 

these.

You might have noticed that some of the school is out-of-bounds due to renovations. This summer, we have had a new 

floor in the hall which is designed to be purposeful and safe for sport, and the Staff Room has had a makeover (because 

sometimes the teachers deserve something too!). Unfortunately, not all of our building work has run on time and so 

we are still in the process of renovating our previous After School Club room into a purpose-built workshop for the 

teaching of Science and Design Technology, which will be used by all pupils when it is finished. Attached to the library 

will also be a new ‘Snug’ used for reading, interventions and pupil wellbeing. All rooms where works are still ongoing 

are securely shut off to pupils for the moment.

I have very much enjoyed seeing everybody bounce through the gate in the morning once again, catching up with 

families and getting to know our new faces over the past couple of weeks. Please remember that my door is always 

open to you and I, along with class teachers, am available to talk about any aspect of your child’s schooling. 

I look forward to sharing an exciting year of learning and opportunity with you all,

Miss Wilkie

Headteacher
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Soar on Wings Like Eagles
Isaiah 40:31



Safeguarding
This section of our Newsletter

details updates and 

information on how we keep 

your children safe at all times. 

● For those who are new, you should note 

that Miss Wilkie is the school’s 

Designated Safeguarding Lead, supported 

by Mrs Cockhill and Mr Houston as 

Deputy DSLs. 

● This week, all staff had training on the 

updates to Keeping Children Safe in 

Education for 2022 (statutory guidance 

from the Department for Education).
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Vision and Values

Over the past few months, a group of Governors, the Headteacher and the Senior Leadership team have 

been working on the school’s vision and values. We have found in the Bible a brilliant summary of our 

vision of excellence, which will guide us in everything we do:  

Soar on Wings Like Eagles
Isaiah 40:31

This will be supported by our three Christian values of Kindness, Courage, Responsibility. Pupils will 

spend time this year exploring what it means to be kind, courageous and responsible, as well as 

reflecting on what it means to soar high in all things. Our actual vision statement is:

Beckley School’s vision is to strive for excellence in all that we all do.  We want to soar on wings 
like eagles - as pupils, colleagues and members of our local communities.  We have high 
expectations for every learner, regardless of their circumstances, and we promote this in every 
area of school life. We want our pupils to achieve exceptionally, without exception.

What the Staff Did…
Our colleagues take pride in their own professional 

development and the impact this has on pupils’ 

learning. This section of our Newsletter will give you 

updates on what the staff have been up to, to improve 

education at Beckley.

This week, Mr Houston 

and Miss Pearson joined 

the Bucks, Berks and 

Oxon (BBO) Maths Hub 

on behalf of Beckley 

School, to work in partnership with other 

teachers on improving our delivery of the 

Maths curriculum through a Mastery approach. 

We look forward to seeing this in action!



Tufted Duck Class
In Tufted Ducks this week, we have been using playdough 

to make 'self-portraits' as part of our topic, Me in my 

World. We have also been practising our maths skills by 

counting and sorting pom poms into categories that we 

created ourselves.
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Lapwing Class
This week, Lapwings have been exploring balance 

in gymnastics. Mr Houston was impressed with 

their flexibility and creativity!

Skylark Class
Skylarks have really enjoyed rewriting a model 

text in their own words, thinking about the best 

vocabulary to make it an effective narrative text. 

We look forward to reading the finished results… 

Little Egret Class
We have a great start to the school year, learning 

about the Wright Brothers and the first 

aeroplanes in History, counting forwards and 

backwards in Maths and we have really enjoyed 

reading our class book on our new rug!



Hobby Class
This week, the children in Hobby have been really 

engaged in their Windrush topic.  We have been 

exploring Caribbean Art, begun our class novel, 

'Coming to England', and learnt about the culture, 

climate and history of the Caribbean.
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Important Dates

Award Winners…
Congratulations to this week’s winners of 

Headteachers Awards, Mathematician of the 

Week, Writer of the Week and the Big Heart 

Kindness Award!

5th October: Open Morning for prospective parents

10th & 12th October: Parents Evenings 

Week of 17th October: Learning Galleries

24th - 28th October: Half term holiday

31st October: Staff training day

1st November: Y6 SATs Parents Information Meeting

2nd November: Y2 SATs Parents Information Meeting

9th November: Open Morning for prospective parents

Week of 14th November: Y6 Residential to Woodlands Outdoor 

Education Centre in Brecon Beacons

Week of 21st November: SEND reviews with parents

29th November: Big Christmas Sing

1st December: Whole School Panto Trip to Oxford Playhouse

13th December: Reception Nativity performance

14th December: Key Stage One Nativity performance

15th December: Key Stage Two Carol Service 

16th December: Termly Reports sent home 

20th December: Last day of term, 1:20pm finish

4th January: Staff training day

5th January: Term starts

30th January & 1st February: Parents Evenings

Week of 6th February: Learning Galleries

13th - 17th February: Half term holiday 

Week of 27th February: SEND reviews with parents

2nd March: World Book Day

31st March: Termly Reports sent home, 1:20pm finish

17th April: Staff training day

18th April: Term starts

Week of 8th May: Y6 National SATs Week

Week of 22nd May: Learning Galleries

29th May - 2nd June: Half term holiday

26th & 27th June: KS2 Production

Week of 3rd July: SEND reviews with parents

12th July: Sports Day

14th July: End-of-Year Reports sent home

21st July: Leavers Assembly, last day of term, 1:20pm finish


