
Beckley C of E Primary School Personal Development at a Glance

This document is to be read in conjunction with our Teaching and Learning Policy, our Long-Term Curriculum Plan and RLT’s Core Principles of
Teaching and Learning.

Intent At Beckley, Personal Development is a vital part of our curriculum. We want our pupils to become well-rounded, thoughtful, kind and

passionate individuals who understand the world around them and contribute to it productively. We believe that this must be developed

intentionally; it does not happen by accident. We do this through planned teaching and enrichment opportunities, and also through the way

in which we build our culture as a school. We intend to deliver excellent provision of personal development to all pupils through eight

strands: PSHE, RSHE, British Values, Inclusion and Equality of Opportunity, Citizenship, Development of Character, Additional Enrichment

Opportunities and SMSC. In addition, we develop pupils’ character as a Church of England school, through our Christian vision and values.

Implementation

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE)
All pupils from Reception to Year 6 have a PSHE lesson every week. For
the teaching of PSHE, we use the Safety, Caring, Achievement,
Resilience, Friendship (SCARF) programme. Teachers might adapt these
lessons or include other elements where need arises within their
particular class. PSHE lessons include coverage of wider safety, money,
road safety, technology and media and consent amongst other
elements. Lessons are often discussion-based but all pupils in Years 1 to
6 also have a PSHE book to record their learning.
With PSHE being a cross-curricular discipline, we seek opportunities for
its inclusion within all lessons such as PE, Art, English and Geography –
and, in particular, R.E. and the teaching of our Christian values. In all
such lessons, we encourage questioning and discussion-based
methodologies, instilling a message of listening, trust and mutually
respected opinions.

Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education
(RSHE)
Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education forms part of our
PSHE provision and is taught throughout the school. It is important that
pupils’ self awareness is developed through a wide range of issues such
as ‘keeping safe’, ‘healthy eating’, ‘personal hygiene’ and ‘growing and
changing’. A range of teaching materials are used to help pupils
understand the ways their bodies change and their personal
relationships become more complex. Teachers will treat such subjects
sensitively, taking into account the age and development of the pupils
both socially and emotionally. Parents across all ages are advised of
each term’s themes and broad objectives, whilst aspects of the RSE
curriculum such as puberty and Sex Education are subject to regular
parental consultation.
During any aspect of Health Education, teachers and leaders are mindful
of pupils' physical and mental health needs, particularly taking into
account the impact of a post-pandemic world on our children’s mental
health.

British Values
At Beckley, the Fundamental British Values of democracy, rule of law,
mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs,
and individual liberty are taught explicitly and implicitly throughout our
curriculum. During PSHE sessions, the British Values are taught
discretely and each one explained so that pupils have an understanding
of their meanings. Then, throughout the PSHE curriculum, particularly
where the topic being taught concerns current affairs or recent world
news, the British Values are referred to so that pupils can discuss ideas
and events with direct reference to them.
In our Long-Term Curriculum Overview, each topic for each Key Stage
Phase has two ‘Key British Values’ identified. These Key British Values
indicate the threads through which topics will be discussed that term
and are cross-curricular. It could be that these Key British Values are
raised during discussions in History, Science, P.E. or Computing.
Each classroom has the Key British Values for the term on display. In the
School Hall is a whole-school British Values display where quotes from
pupils are added to show how they are engaging with learning about
and from the Fundamental British Values.

Inclusion and Equality of Opportunity
Inclusion and Equality of Opportunity is a priority in all teaching and
opportunities delivered at Beckley. Teachers and leaders consider it at
all times, and pupils are discretely taught what it means to be fair to all
and to treat everybody equally, with reference to the Protected
Characteristics.
In the School’s vision, a key emphasis is on all pupils achieving highly -

Citizenship
We encourage our pupils to play an active role in society and be
effective, contributing citizens.
From Reception onwards, pupils are given opportunities to discuss what
is right and wrong. This work is done through PSHE lessons, and
planned discussions in the wider curriculum (for example, Key Stage
Two pupils discussing the Hostile Environment Policy in History, when

Development of Character
The development of pupils’ character at Beckley comes largely through
our whole-school work on ethos, vision and values. From here, it
permeates through our culture. Every member of staff places great
emphasis on behaving kindly and fairly to one another, and takes the
time to explain this to pupils where it is needed.
Our school’s vision - Soar on Wings Like Eagles (Isaiah 40:31) - is



“we want our pupils to achieve exceptionally, without exception”. We
achieve this first and foremost through daily quality first teaching in the
classroom; teachers know the pupils in their classes and what each
individual needs to access the curriculum equally. Lessons, resources
and classrooms are adapted by teachers so that every pupil can thrive.
This includes, but is not exclusive to, pupils on the SEND register, those
with EAL, or those with access to PPG.
We offer wider opportunities in a way which is fair and equal to all. Our
most vulnerable and disadvantaged pupils regularly benefit from all
opportunities through funding from the school and access to bursary
places on various programmes, along with strong communication with
families.

learning about the Empire Windrush). This learning is also done through
whole-school Collective Worship, where conversations are held about
what it means to have moral courage, and choose the right course of
action. As pupils move through the school, this discussion and learning
extends to concepts such as power, democracy, and law.
We also teach pupils how to play an active role in society through
experiences which show them what this can mean: pupils enjoy regular
visits from emergency service personnel and their vehicles, where they
learn about what these roles entail and how they can help us; older
pupils participate in ‘IMPS’ sessions delivered by the local hospital; we
offer pupils bicycle road-safety training; and pupils regularly participate
in ‘Junior Citizens’.
All pupils develop their understanding of elections and governing
through the annual election of a school council and eco-council, who

carry out their duties throughout the year.

discussed readily in the school. Pupils understand its meaning as striving
for excellence in all that we do; that it means we do not just ‘hope for
the best’, we actively seek out the best and aim for it. This impacts the
development of our pupils’ character as they are taught to understand
it through concepts such as resilience, determination and
conscientiousness.
The school’s values - Kindness, Courage, Responsibility - underpin the
ways in which staff and pupils behave at the school. Collective Worship
often centres around what these values mean in practice, and PSHE
lessons often refer to them directly. In addition, there are opportunities
built into the curriculum to refer to them in a variety of contexts (for
example Key Stage One pupils discussing ‘Is everybody special?’ in R.E.).
Where pupils find elements of this work more challenging, intentional
interventions are specifically planned to help them develop their skills.
For example, pupils who struggle with self-regulation are taught
through the Zones of Regulation, or pupils who struggle with interacting
fairly are helped with the use of Lego Talk.

Additional Opportunities and Enrichment
Additional Opportunities and Enrichment are delivered in two ways:
planned opportunities within our curriculum to enrich learning, and
extra-curricular activities based on pupils' interests.
Within our Curriculum Long-Term Overview, enrichment opportunities
are planned to supplement learning. For example, when Reception
pupils learn ‘At the Farm’, there is a planned trip to a local farm to
experience the topic in real-life. These opportunities are then reflected
on as pupils move through the curriculum, so that they provide
additional learning opportunities.
Each year, leaders within the school audit pupils' interests and speak
with them directly about what extra-curricular opportunities they want
in their school. This informs planning of additional extra-curricular
opportunities for the following year. A wide range of opportunities is
always offered to pupils which includes sports, music, art, drama, dance
and languages. Early communication is made with families of the most
disadvantaged pupils to secure a place on any opportunities available.
Consulting pupils about their changing interests and ideas leads to a
strong take-up of these opportunities: between 80% and 95% of the
school population commit to an extra-curricular opportunity each term.
In addition to this, we aim to provide all pupils with the opportunity to
engage with the community and become confident speakers through
our termly Learning Galleries. Learning Galleries are afternoons where
we open classrooms and invite families into school to hear from pupils
directly about what they have been learning.
We also value additional opportunities that simply bring the school
together as a community, where we can enjoy our awe and excitement
at the world together as the ‘Beckley Family’, for example the annual
whole-school day out to the theatre for the Christmas pantomime.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development
(SMSC)
SMSC at Beckley is taught throughout the curriculum in a number of
ways:
Spiritual: we teach pupils about and from a range of different faiths and
world views, and human achievements relating to these, through
particularly our R.E. and History curricula. In addition, pupils’ spirituality
is developed through daily collective worship, where they consider and
discuss stories of a spiritual nature, and what we can learn from these.

Moral: as with our teaching of citizenship, pupils are taught the
difference between right and wrong from the youngest year groups
upwards. In addition, we encourage pupils to develop a strong moral
code through managing everybody’s behaviours with restorative
conversation and effective listening.

Social: pupils are taught to respect each other’s similarities and
differences and the environment in which we all live and work through
PSHE lessons, work with the student and eco councils, and our overall
personal development offer. Often, social development occurs on the
playground, where all staff encourage fair and respectful play and
interactions.

Cultural: our curriculum is designed to give pupils a secure
understanding of the diversity that shapes the United Kingdom and the
world. There are opportunities throughout for pupils to learn about and
from a range of cultures, races, religions and genders and understand
how these characteristics contributed positively to somebody’s work.

Personal Development as a Church of England School

As a Church of England School, part of our Personal Development offer
for pupils is delivered through our Christian ethos.
We accept and welcome pupils and staff from all faiths and from no
faith, and we listen to everybody’s viewpoint and learn from each other
respectfully, including learning about worship in other faiths and
experiencing these directly where it assists learning.
Our Vision and Values are built on a Christian ethos and these underpin
our work on developing pupils’ character and promoting everybody at
Beckley in becoming well-rounded, effective citizens. Our strong links
with the local church allow us to further develop these personal
qualities in our pupils through regular visits from our vicar and other
important members of the church, as well as all pupils making regular
visits to the church to learn and celebrate.


